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TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY 

Policy Review Committee 
Meeting Minutes – October 18, 2019 

 

In attendance:  Gary Baker, Donna Donahue, Beth Dow (staff) and Chris English (staff) 
 
1.  Call to Order.  Chris called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. 
 
2. Approve October 4, 2019 Meeting Minutes.  Donna made a motion to approve the October 4th 
meeting minutes, seconded by Gary.  Approved unanimously. 
 
3.  Follow Up on Discussion from October 4th Meeting.   
 
Posting of Roads (7000) 
Posting of Roads and Weight Limits – Quarry Road & Seminary Street Extension (7025)  
 
Chris reviewed with the Committee his discussion with Bill Kernan regarding the origin of the Town’s 
annual Weight Restriction Notice in VTrans Rule 118-4, which is designed to “prevent the abuse of 
highways from November 15th to December 31st and January 1st to May 15th.”  The Committee 
reaffirmed its opinion that Rule 118-4 and its administration renders the two policies obsolete but 
also suggested that the Town’s annual Weight Restriction Notice include somewhere it reference to 
either Rule 118-4 or its founding authority, 19 VSA 1109 – 1110.  Chris said he would discuss it with 
Bill. 
 
Street Naming & Street Addressing (7050) and Index of Streets and Roads (7053) 
 
Beth noted that the policy and the index have been superseded by the Ordinance for the Regulation 
of Street Naming & Street Addressing that the Town adopted in 1996 as a requirement of the (then) 
new statewide 911 naming system.  The Committee agreed that both the policy and index can be 
deleted from the Policy Book. 
 
Snow Removal (7100) 
Town Plowing of Developer’s Roads (7125) 
Winter Maintenance of Town Highways (7135) 
Fences (7150) 
 
The Committee revisited its discussion on these policies and affirmed its earlier decision that all four 
are obsolete, in that they are specifically addressed in DPW’s Winter Operations Guidelines (7100, 
7135 and 7150) or, by longstanding practice, no longer reflect the Town’s operational approach 
(7125). 
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There was agreement that the first paragraph on pg. 6 (General Guideline Statement), could stand as 
a Selectboard policy statement regarding winter operations: 
 

The goal of the Town of Middlebury’s winter operations is to achieve sufficiently passable 
surfaces on the streets as expeditiously as practical following each storm occurrence. This may 
be achieved through salting operations, plowing operations or a combination of both salting 
and plowing. 
 

It was also agreed that specific reference to the Winter Operation Guidelines should be included in 
the policy statement.  Chris said he would discuss the Committee’s position with Bill and see if he 
agrees.  
 
Tree Removal on Class II Roads (7200) 
Tree Removal on Class III Roads (7225) 
Disposal of Wood (7250) 
 
Chris reported that he had attempted to identify a state statute that supersedes the Town’s Disposal 
of Wood Policy, per Dan Werner’s guidance, but was unsuccessful.  He noted that, during the time he 
has worked for the Town, DPW has pointedly avoided allowing residents to retrieve wood lying in the 
right-of-way and that VLCT would likely not support such a policy from an insurance/liability 
standpoint.  He said he would discuss this further with Bill Kernan to determine what DPW does 
currently to dispose of wood that has been cleared within the Town right-of-way. 
 
Chris distributed copies of a 1999 Town Road Right of Way Clearing and Tree Policy from the Town of 
Thetford that he had found online, which notes that a town’s authority to clear brush from within the 
public right of way is granted by 19 VSA 702 and 904.  The Committee agreed that these statutory 
references should supersede the Tree Removal policies in the book (7200 and 7225) and that a simple 
replacement policy statement would suffice, to the effect: 
 

The Town removes trees and bushes from within the limits of Town highways in accordance 
with 19 VSA . . . 

 
Chris said he would draft such a policy statement for review at the next meeting. 
 
Maintenance of Class 4 Roads (7300)  
 
As a follow-up to the October 4th discussion, Chris said he had consulted with Dave Wetmore about 
references to Class 4 road maintenance in the Zoning and Subdivision Regulations but found only one 
reference: Section 742 – Dwellings in the Forest Zone, which prohibits the permitting on dwellings on 
Class 4 Town Highways without agreement with the Town.  There was a lengthy discussion about 
whether Section 742 essentially addresses Paragraph 2 of the policy, which states that “no zoning 
permit requiring the use of a Class 4 road as an access to a dwelling unit . . . should be approved . . . 
without specific approval of the Selectboard and Planning Commission.” 
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In the end, Chris said he would discuss the matter with Jen Murray to determine whether the 
Selectboard policy is still relevant and/or if the Zoning Regulations should be revised at some point to 
incorporate the concepts contained in the policy. 
 
Next Steps.   The Committee will meet again on Friday, November 8, at 8:00 a.m. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:05 a.m. 
 
Submitted by: 

Chris English 

Assistant Town Manager 


